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World Ecological Footprint 



   

It all begins with a change in thinking 

Sustainability Provides a Path Forward  
   
• A balance between financial,    
    environmental, and social factors 
•   Shared prosperity 
•   Business as a force for good 
•   Doing well by doing good 
•   Measuring what matters 



Raising Our Business Voice 



  

ASBC Business Members 



ASBC Organizational Members 



 
• Environmental, health, social and economic issues 
•  Greater conscious and demand for increased recycling and waste 

reduction measures 
•  Innovation opportunities  
•  Growing markets and new waste-related  businesses  
• Need for jobs  
• Advocacy campaigns  
• International markets are affecting U.S. recycling program 

                          China CHINA CHINA China  
 

 

 

Drivers for Change 



Public Perception of Companies 
—79% expect businesses to continue  
    improving Corporate Social   
    Responsibility efforts 
—63% are hopeful business will take  
    the lead to drive social and  
    environmental change 
—86% expect companies to do more  
    than just make a profit 
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“Ethical” products has 
grown by nearly 10% per 
year, doubling every seven 
years.   
 
 

Recent research by Unilever 
estimates the market for 
sustainable goods currently sits 
at $2.65 trillion. 

Consumers are Choosing  



$8.1 trillion in private sector investments in:  
 

Green Transition 
Scoreboard ® 

•  Materials Management  
•  Green Chemistry 
•  Renewable Energy 
•  Smart Grid 
•  Clean Tech 
•  Efficiency 
•  Corporate R&D Source: www.ethicalmarkets.com and 

 
www.greentransitionscoreboard.com 

Interest in Investment in Growing  



Recycling in the U.S. 
The EPA reports that after rapid growth in the 1990s 
& 2000s, the national average recycling rate has been 
holding at just under 35 percent for the past 5 years. 
 

At the same time, the recycling industry generates:  
—60,000 businesses  
—1.5 million jobs  
—$300 billion in sales of recycling services &  
     recyclables 
—40,000 government programs  

 



Standardized Labeling  

Contamination of the 
recycling stream is also 
a serious problem.  



     Pay-As-You-Throw (PAYT) 

• 7,000 U.S. communities have PAYT 
programs 

• The city of Waterville, Maine, saw its trash 
volume go down by 54 percent  

• Decatur, Ga., has cut trash by 42 percent  
• New England found a 49 percent 

reduction in the amount of waste 
generated in 228 PAYT communities. 

• Worcester, Mass., began its PAYT program 
in 1993; the recycling rate increased from 
2 percent to 43 percent (it rose to 38 % in 
the first week) 
 
 



Economic Benefits of Recycling & PAYT 

 
 
 
 

Baltimore, MD 
The net cost to Baltimore 
for incineration is $50/ton, 
as compared with $18/ton 
for recycling.  For each ton 
recycled, the city saves $32.  

U.S. could reach a 75% diversion rate for for municipal 
solid waste (MSW) and construction and demolition 
debris, 2.3 million jobs would be generated by 2030. 

Worcester, MA 
The city instituted mandatory 
recycling, with PAYT.  They were 
able to stop using an incinerator, 
saving $95 million in avoided 
costs.  
  
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.byui.edu/Images/Admin_Offices/Facilities Management/Recycle and sustainability/waste_hierarchy-graphic.gif&imgrefurl=https://www.byui.edu/university-operations/facilities-management/recycling-and-sustainability/recycling-statistics&h=340&w=302&tbnid=zlC2lshyQWfw0M:&tbnh=160&tbnw=142&usg=__C7RqMwPv2xPmZd0rizgjGfb8ZKg=&vet=1&docid=2iB8N5cdRtt20M&client=safari&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjvk8j5rZHXAhXF6CYKHYIRAYUQ9QEILDAA


Building Local Economies  
  Local recycling jobs and other materials management jobs are part of 

building strong local economies.   
 

  Strong local economies translate into long-term prosperity and 
economic security.  Dollars stay in the area and circulate locally, 
supporting more jobs in the community.  

Chain Store 
      

Locally-Owned Business 

 

 Local economic activity created per $100 spent at a… 

Source: Civic Economics, Institute for Local Self-Reliance 



    

  

Grand Rapids, MI Los Angeles, CA Indianapolis, IN Minneapolis, MN 

Impact Recyclers, a national network of 
certified electronic waste recyclers, has 
a mission to employ people facing 
barriers to employment: formerly 
incarcerated people and disabled people 

ASBC Business: 
Impact Recyclers 

—20 million Pounds of Electronics collected  
—347 transitional & full-time jobs created 



• Crime recidivism in the U.S. is 64% 
• Every 100 RecycleForce employees who 

do not return to prison yield an estimated 
$3.5 million annual cost-savings for 
Marion County taxpayers. 
 • They earned $6.6 million in wages 

• They paid $960,000 in taxes 
• They paid $382,000 in child support  
• They recycled 70 million pounds of e-waste 

RecycleForce had 958 
transitional employees 
between 2006 and 2017: 

Employee 

RecycleForce 
 Electronics recycling business in Indianapolis 
that hires formerly incarcerated people.                          

RecycleForce has helped me get 
my license and a job and a 
chance to turn my life around.  
I’ve paid my debt and I want to 
move forward.” 
 
William Schatz  
RecycleForce Transitional Employee 



Reuse & Respect 

The Loading Dock, which 
redistributes donations from 
contractors to organizations that 
serve low-income people. 
 
 Humanim, which trains 
disadvantaged workers in 
deconstructing city-owned public 
housing. 

Second Chance, which deconstructs 
buildings and salvages materials, 
then sells them; they employ 
veterans, high school dropouts 
formerly incarcerated people. 

The ReUse People of America is a 
reuse store that employs 500 
workers in 16 joint ventures with 
private companies and nonprofits in 
urban and rural areas.  

St. Vincent De Paul is a reuse store 
that simultaneously saves useable 
materials from the waste stream 
and also trains people to work 
there.  

Baltimore  San Diego  

Eugene, OR  





Composting 

Composting: 
1. Reduces Waste  
2. Improves Soil  
3. Reduce water use  
4. Reduces Storm water Runoff & Soil Erosion  
5. Protects the Climate 
6. Creates Jobs & Supports Local Economies 
 



Zero Waste 

  
• New York City 
• San Francisco 
• Seattle 
• Washington D.C 
• Oakland 

 

 
• Minneapolis 
• Los Angeles 
• San Diego 
• Dallas 
• Austin, Texas 

More and more cities are 
committing to zero waste plans 



Corporate Initiatives 



ZERO WASTE 
COST SAVINGS 2010-2017 

 
Waste Disposal:     $223,000 
         Recycling:       $115,000 
DIRECT SAVINGS:  $388,000 
 
Repair/Reuse:          $50,000 

  
 
    

2009 

2013              2017 





Extended Producer Responsibility 
• Benefit smart businesses via cost savings & reduced environmental 

liabilities 
• Result in product innovation and vibrant product redesign 
• Produce products with the greatest functionality and longest life  
• Increase competitiveness in a global marketplace  
• Benefit working people by encouraging jobs  
• Enable producers to responsibly contribute to a more sustainable society  
• Reduce public costs onto manufacturers rather than taxpayers 
• Prevent disposal via landfills and incinerators, or export of used products 

to developing countries 
• Reduce environmental impacts 



Products &  
Extended Producer Responsibility 

 
• Computers 
• Automobiles 
• Batteries 
• Paint  
• Mattresses 
• Pharmaceuticals  
• Hazardous materials 

 

• Soda bottle and cans  
• Paper printed matter  

and packaging  
        (EPR for PPP) 
 



• • Provided access to finance for over 10,000 
• Created a healthier environment for 1 million people 
• Protected 1 billion square meters of ocean 

Net-Works works. Now it’s time to scale up. 
 By 2020 we will have: 



New Materials & Products  
• Bio-based industries 
• Innovative technologies that 

turn biological residues and 
wastes into greener everyday 
products 



Product Re-Design 

This is your new shampoo. 
It’s solid! 

See, no plastic bottle. 

Mushroom mycelium is an 
alternative to plastics and 
foam and is biodegradable. 



Certifications 



Sustainable Procurement 
Number of Sustainable Purchasing 

Guidelines by Product Category 

Sample of U.S. Government Agencies 

Industrial Economics, Incorporated 

EPA's Sustainable Materials 
 Management Criteria 

     Products designated for purchase by 
government agencies under this program must: 

• Use materials found in solid waste streams 
• Submit to EPA’s Economic & Technological 

Feasibility & Performance verification 
• Be a product in high demand by government 
• Be made of available feedstocks so that there is 

no supply chain disruption, and is made from 
national, regional, or local sources. 

• Use other waste-based feedstocks, when 
needed, to ensure steady supply 

• Have competitive pricing that truly includes  
including the availability and costs of material 
feedstocks, energy, labor, transportation, & 
return on capital 



H.R.1034 Zero Waste Development 
and Expansion Act of 2017 

 

• This proposed federal grant program would provide funds for local 
governments to invest in waste reduction initiatives. 

•  Introduced by Representative Keith Ellison (D-MN) 
• Supporting organizations: The National Recycling Coalition, The 

American Sustainable Business Council, Institute for Local Self 
Reliance, Sierra Club, Zero Waste USA, Climate Justice Alliance,     
and the Global Alliance for Incineration Alternatives. 
 



 
 
 EMBODIED CARBON OF  
BUILDINGS AND INFRASTRUCTURE  
 Buy Clean California Act  

 
•  Require the Department of General Services to establish, and publish in the State 

Contracting Manual, a maximum acceptable global warming potential for each 
category of eligible material 
 

• Require an awarding authority to require a successful bidder to submit a current 
Environmental Product Declaration  
 

 



Strategies for Materials Management  
In a Sustainable Economy 

•Policy 

•Innovation 

•Investments 

•Procurement 

•Regulations 

•Metrics and Criteria 

•Advocacy 

•Educating the Public 

•Consumer Demand 

•BUSINESS ENGAGEMENT  David Levine  
dlevine@asbcouncil.org 
202-595-9302 x101 

Join the American Sustainable Business Council 
www.asbcouncil.org  

mailto:dlevine@asbcouncil.org
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